
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full. 12 "This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that 

someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 

does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for 

all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should 

go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 

ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

Gospeler:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY AND POST-COMMUNION SENTENCES 

(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or 
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.) 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE 

Through the great shepherd of thy flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who 

after his resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to 

teach all nations; and promised to be with them always, even to the end 

of the ages. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses are 
taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from The 
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

SEASONAL GREETING 

Celebrant Thou art worthy, O Lord; 
People  To receive glory, and honor, and power.  
(Rev. 4:11) 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O Almighty God, who into the place of the traitor Judas didst choose thy 

faithful servant Matthias to be of the number of the twelve Apostles; 

Grant that thy Church, being always preserved from false Apostles, may 

be ordered and guided by faithful and true pastors; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Acts 1:15-26 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of 

persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 "Brothers, the Scripture had to 

be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of 

David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 

Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry." 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his 

wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his 

bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, 

that is, Field of Blood.) 20 "For it is written in the Book of Psalms, "'May 

his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it'; and 

"'Let another take his office.' 21 So one of the men who have 

accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 

among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 

was taken up from us-- one of these men must become with us a witness 

to his resurrection." 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed 

and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of 
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these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and 

apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." 26 

And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was 

numbered with the eleven apostles. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALTER VERSES 

(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, with the 
congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.  At services where there is a hymn or 
canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and Epistle, 
the people seated.) 

Psalm 15 
1  Lord, who shall dwell in your tabernacle? * Or who shall rest upon 

 your holy hill? 
2  Whoever leads an uncorrupt life, *and does that which is right, and 

 speaks the truth from his heart. 
3  He has not spoken deceitfully with his tongue, nor done evil to his 

 neighbor, *and has not slandered his neighbor. 
4  In his own eyes the wicked is rejected, *and he makes much of those 

 who fear the Lord. 
5  He swears to his neighbor and disappoints him not, * though it were 

 to his own hindrance. 
6  He has not given his money for usury, * nor taken a bribe against the 

 innocent. 
7  Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown. 
 
Reader:     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy  
    Spirit. 
People:   As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
     world without end. Amen. 
 

EPISTLE READING 

Philippians 3:12-21 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press 

on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 

Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I 

do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in 

anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let 

us hold true to what we have attained. 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, 

and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you 

have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 

even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with 

minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from 

it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our 

lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 

even to subject all things to himself. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 

Gospeler:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St.  
     John. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John 15:1-16 
1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in 

me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 

bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean 

because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 

you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in 

me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 

By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to 

be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 

in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,  


